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Thank you, Mr. President. 

 

VIDES and IIMA welcome the analytical study of the Office of the High Commissioner on the right to access 

to justice under article 13 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

Around 650 million people live with a disability, 10% of world’s population. Therefore they are the world’s largest 

minority
1
. 

People with disabilities, especially those with a higher need of support, are often discriminated against their 

right to a fair trial due to inaccessible documentation or procedures. 

Moreover, due to discriminatory laws, practices and stereotypes, women and children with disabilities face 

barriers to access justice. 

Therefore we recommend States to: 

 Eliminate multiple forms of discrimination in the administration of justice faced by persons with disabilities due to 

their impairment, sex, age, ethnicity, indigenous background, sexual orientation and gender identity. 

 Empower children with disabilities to express their opinion and ensure effective, child-sensitive and age-

appropriate assistance in accessing independent complaint procedures and courts, according to the 3
rd

 Optional 

Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

 Promote the active involvement and participation of persons with disabilities in the administration of justice on an 

equal basis with others and leave no one behind. Implement article 13 of the convention as part of the strategy to 

accomplish Goal 16 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
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